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Women stand in solida 


THE CHINESE 
NEW YEAR 

BRINGS COLOUR AND 
FESTIVITY 

The traditional Chinese 
dragon dance was performed 
at Stanley Park Community 

celebrate the Chinese New 
Year. The event was held by 
the Central Ontario Chinese 
Cultural Centre on Jan. 22, 
six days before the actual 
Chinese New Year, which is the 
most important holiday in the 
Chinese calendar. This year 
welcomed in the Year of the 
Rooster. 
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Random questions answered by random students 

If you could speak any language 
instantly, which would it be? 
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Married couple decides to finish high school 


BY ROLAND FLEMINO 

For most of us, the idea that 
everyone should aspire to fin- 
ish their high school educa- 
tion is a given, but for many 
in the Mennonite community 
this is not the case. 

Some have grown up in more 
strict Mennonite backgrounds 
in which a high school educa- 
tion was not encouraged or in 
many cases was actively dis- 
couraged. Many Mennonites 
are pressured to begin work- 
ing full-time directly after 

Without a high school edu- 
cation the options for work 
are limited and most will 
end up working in various 
Mennonite manufacturing 
shops or on the farm. Some 
who find themselves dis- 
satisfied with their limited 
options for work, have come to 
regret their lack of education. 
Is it ever too late to go back to 
school and get an education? 
Dave and Eva Fehr, a mar- 
ried couple from Elmira, Ont. 
who come from a Mexican 
Mennonite background, don't 

Eva, 44, and her husband 
Dave, 50, have decided that 
now is the time to complete 
their high school education. 

The couple have chosen a 
more modern lifestyle than 


their parents. They live in a 
house in Elmira, Ont., where 
they have raised all of their 
six children. They have decid- 
ed that they do not want to 
separate from the world in 
the way their more tradition- 
al ancestors have. 

Today more Mennonites are 
choosing to pursue their high 
school education, but when 
Dave and Eva were growing 
up it was very uncommon. 

“It was almost unheard 
of. Very few people, espe- 
cially from the old colony 
Mennonites, would go further 
than public school," said Eva. 

Mennonites of more tra- 
ditional sects tend to avoid 
education for a number of 

“They don't believe their 
kids should be educated ... 
they want to keep themselves 
separate from what they 
would call the world," said 

While culture and tradition 
plays a part in why many 
Mennonites don't seek high- 
er education, another major 
reason may have to do with 
finances. 

“Why a lot of Mennonites 
don't do more schooling, is 
because they want their kids 
working as soon as they can," 
said Dave. 

In many Mennonite families 


unmarried children living in 
the house are required to give 
their entire income to their 
parents. They are provided 
for and may be given a small 
allowance, but any money 
they make is not their own. 
In some families that amount 
changes to 50 per cent when 
they get older, but until they 
are married they will be giv- 
ing all or at least half their 
income to the parents. 

By not sending their kids 
to high school, the parents 
stand to profit from the many 
extra years of labour before 
marriage. 

“One of my family members 
said to us once. You're going 
to let your kids go to school 
when you could be making 
thousands and thousands of 
dollars a year?™ said Eva. 

The couple have decided to 
break from these traditions 
and don't ask their kids to 
give up their incomes and 
are also actively encouraging 
their children to pursue high- 
er education to work toward 
their dreams. As they encour- 
age their children, they are 
also pursuing their own goals, 
and each has reasons for why 
they have decided to complete 
high school. 

Eva, who has worked as a 
deep muscle massage thera- 
pist tor most of her life, knows 


that her hands will eventually 
not be able to handle the work 
and wants to be prepared for 
when that happens. 

“If 1 want to do anything 
beyond that, I need educa- 
tion and I can't take any 
courses unless 1 have my 
high school. 1 see the value 
in education now, because 
our kids have finished high 
school and 1 see the value in 
that," she said. 

“One dream would be to 
become a midwife," she added. 

Of their six children, three 
have finished high school, and 
the rest they believe will also 
graduate. Their son is looking 
at doing a mechanic appren- 
ticeship and one of their 
daughters is thinking about 
becoming a teacher. 

“At the beginning, when our 
kids were in that stage, I was 
kind of against it, because I 
still had my old mentality ... 1 
think it's not an option now 
for them not to go, it's the 
minimum,” said Dave. 

Dave, who recently 
quit after working in a 
Mennonite metal bending 
shop for more than two 
decades, now really sees 
the value in education. 

“For myself, it is because 
sometimes to get a good job 
you are required to get high 
school and your pay might 


young anymore but there's a 
possibility I could go do other 
courses yet, because of the 


high school." 

Eva and Dave aren't just 
doing it by themselves 
though. Through their local 
church they are leading a 
group with two other younger 
people who would like to fin- 
ish high school as well. They 
will be going through a pro- 
cess called Prior Learning 
Assessment and Recognition 
(PLAR) and at the end, the 
goal will be for each of them 
to obtain their high school 
diplomas. 

Eva and Dave have some 
advice for those who might be 
thinking about not finishing 
school. 

“I say yes, it's going to be 
hard. But don't quit. Don't 
give up. For myself ... I have 
regrets now. So if you don’t do 
high school then you'll have 
regrets later, you can save 
yourself that," Dave said. 

“If you do it now while 
you’re still in school and 
finish, it's so much easier. 
If you wait until you're my 
age it’s like whatever you 
learned before, you've for- 
gotten. So the learning is 
twice as hard. So hang in 
there, it will be worth it in 
the end,” Eva said. 
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shape yoor experience @ @ConestogacSL 


LGBTQ2+ 

WELCOME NIGHT 

Come meet our community and new friends. 

All are welcome! Prizes, Food, Jeopardy! 

When: Tuesday, January 31 
Where: Coz-E-Corner Cafeteria (1E04) 
Time: 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Questions? 

© studentlife@conestogac.on.ca 
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Creating art while meditating 




Get the App 
P4E Career Fair Plus 


P4E JOBFAIR 

LARGEST OF ITS KIND IN THE COUNTRY 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 

10am -3:30pm | RIM Park, Waterloo 

• Hundreds of jobs, one place, one time Get a fr 

• Hiring for full-time, summer, co-op and part-time jobs / Professional \ 

• Free transportation to and from the Fair ^eadshotfor 

\ youronline j 

• Admission is FREE for students and alumni of the \ profile / 
four sponsoring institutions with student/alumni ID 

partners4employment.ca #P4EFair 
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HOROSCOPE 

Week of -Jan. 30, 3017 


m 



Anes 

March 21- 
April 19 

m 

Libra 

September 23 - 
October 22 

Your charming, intellectual Balance is an important 
and sense of adventure per- part of your life. If some* 
sonality will lead you to now thing in your life is uneven, 
possibilities. find a way to balance the 

c* 

Taurus 

April 20- 
May 20 

w 

Scorpio 

October 23 - 
November 21 

You’re strong, you're tough Count your luckv stars. You 
and you are driven. Focus on should' look into buying a 

your goals. This will help a good chance you may find 

M 

Gemini 

May 21- 
June 21 

w. 

Sagittarius 

November 22- 
December21 

You think you're a smooth It’s your time to shine! 
talker? Maybe you are! Use Use your skills as a team 
your people skills to meet player by helping your ^fel- 

m 

Cancer 

June 22- 
July 22 

m 

Capricorn 

December 22- 
January 19 

feeling at odds with some and courage to take on big 
things in your life. Don’t challenges. Reach out and 

have' to do is keep focused it’s in the public eye or in 
and follow what feels right. your personal life. 

m 

Leo 

July 23- 
August 22 


Aquarius 

January 20 - 
February 18 

You are full of spirit, energy Some may tell you not to 
and excitement. Don’t forget think, but thinking is nat- 

to take time out of your busy ural. Take time to reflect 

school or work life to have on where you are in life 
some fun and enjoy the little and where you want to go. 
things. 

m 

Virgo 

August 23 - 
September 22 

•At? 

Pisces 

February 19 - 
March 20 


things, almost as if the best 
of things weren’t actually 
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adult novels ai 
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d gas consistently 
and nine months, 
is produced to cre- 


Fill in the grid with digits in 
such a manner that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box accommo- 
dates the digits 1-9, with- 
out repeating any. 
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Students donate blood to save lives 






